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SPEAKERS

John,	Sarah

John 00:00
Ready	for	another	deep	dive.	We're	diving	into	some	pretty	murky	waters,	this	time,	a	trial
surrounded	by	controversy,	even	now,	1000s	of	years	later.

Sarah 00:08
It's	one	thing	to	look	at	the	trial	of	Jesus	through	the	lens	of	history,	but	the	Urantia	Book	adds
another	layer	to	it,	wouldn't	you	say	absolutely.

John 00:16
We're	digging	into	paper	184	which	really	gets	into	the	nitty	gritty	of	how	this	whole	thing	went
down	right	starting	with	Jesus's	trial	before	the	Sanhedrin.	And	let	me	tell	you,	it's	anything	but
a	straightforward	legal	proceeding.

Sarah 00:30
Oh,	not	at	all.	What's	fascinating	is	how	the	Urantia	Book	really	pulls	back	the	curtain,	revealing
the	power	struggles	and	political	maneuvering	that	were	happening	behind	the	scenes.	And
you	see	it	right	from	the	get	go	with	Annas,	this	shadowy	figure	who's	pulling	strings,	even
though	he's	not	officially	the	high	priest	anymore.	He's

John 00:46
like	the	ultimate	puppet	master,	right?	Yeah,	his	son	in	law,	Caiaphas,	might	be	the	one
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like	the	ultimate	puppet	master,	right?	Yeah,	his	son	in	law,	Caiaphas,	might	be	the	one
wearing	the	fancy	robes,	but	it's	Annas	calling	the	shots.

Sarah 00:54
It's	clear	that	Annas	is	driven	by	a	few	things,	power	for	sure,	and	protecting	his	own	interests,
especially	when	it	comes	to	those	sweet,	sweet	temple	revenues.	Oh,	yeah,	don't	mess	with
the	man's	money,	right,	right?	But	then	there's	this	other	interesting	tidbit	in	the	Urantia	Book,
it	suggests	that	Annas	might	have	actually	preferred	to	see	Jesus,	just,	you	know,	out	of	the
picture	entirely,	like	maybe	exiled	or	something,	but

John 01:17
not	dead,	really.	So	he's	not	just	some	power	hungry	villain.

Sarah 01:20
Well,	the	urentia	book	paints	a	more	complex	picture.	It's	like	a	part	of	him,	maybe	a	very	small
part,	recognized	something	different	about	Jesus,	something	good.	But	that	didn't	stop	him
from	playing	a	key	role	in	this	whole	trial.	And	the	way	their	first	encounter	is	described,	It's
electric.	Just	imagine	Jesus	hands	bound,	being	brought	before	Annas	in	his	palace,	not	even	a
courtroom.	Talk	about	a	power	move,	right?	And	you	can	practically	feel	the	tension	in	the
room.	Anise	used	to	people	cowering	before	him.	Tries	to	stay	cool,	calm,	collected,	but	Jesus,
he	meets	Annas	gaze	without	flinching.	There's	this	aura	of	quiet	authority	about	him.	Oh,
wonder.

John 01:57
Anise	was	so	thrown	off	balance,	and	we	have	to	remember	this	whole	thing	was	personal	for
annas.	It	wasn't	just	some	abstract	theological	debate.	When	Jesus	turned	those	tables	over	in
the	temple,	disrupting

Sarah 02:07
everything,	yeah,	that	wasn't	just	about	religious	piety.	Not	at	all

John 02:11
that	hit	Annas	right	where	it	hurt	his	wallet,	those	temple	revenues,	that	was	his	cash	cow.	Talk

Sarah 02:17
about	a	motive,	and	it	just	goes	to	show	so	much	of	what	gets	disguised	as	righteous
indignation	as	upholding	the	law.	Well,	it	often	boils	down	to	protecting	power	and	money.	It's	a
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indignation	as	upholding	the	law.	Well,	it	often	boils	down	to	protecting	power	and	money.	It's	a
tale	as	old	as	time,	wouldn't	you	say?

John 02:31
Oh,	absolutely.	And	speaking	of	rigged	systems,	let's	talk	about	the	Sanhedrin	court,	because
this	is	where	things	go	from	bad	to	worse.	It's	like	they	read	Jesus	his	rights	and	then	chuck	the
rule	book	out	the	window.	From

Sarah 02:42
the	way	the	Urantia	Book	describes	it,	the	deck	was	stacked	against	Jesus.	From	the	start,	the
court	was	packed	with	his	opponents,	people	who	had	already	made	up	their	minds	about	him.
It	wasn't	about	justice,	not	in	the	slightest.	It's

John 02:53
almost	painful	to	read	about.	You	know,	they	drag	out	these	witnesses	hoping	something,
anything,	will	stick,	but	their	stories	are	all	over	the	place,	contradictory,	flimsy.	It's	like	a
poorly	written	play,	and	you	have	to	wonder,	what	must	it	have	felt	like	for	Jesus,	sitting	there
listening	to	all	these	lies	and	accusations,	knowing	that	his	fate	was	practically	sealed	before
he	even	walked	into	the	room.

Sarah 03:16
It's	heartbreaking,	really,	and	yet	what's	striking	is	how	Jesus,	for	the	most	part,	remains	silent
throughout	this	whole	ordeal,	which,

John 03:24
given	the	circumstances,	speaks	volumes.	It	really	does.	It's

Sarah 03:27
like	he's	saying	your	words,	your	accusations.	They	have	no	power	over	me.	You	can't	touch
the	truth.	But	you	know,	what	I	find	so	fascinating	is	that	the	Urantia	Book	doesn't	just	portray
this	as	some	isolated	human	drama.	It	hints	at	something	much,	much	larger	at	play.

John 03:39
And	that	brings	us	to	Peter.	I	mean,	talk	about	being	caught	in	the	crosshairs	of	history.	Here
he	is	one	of	Jesus's	closest	companions,	thrust	into	this	whirlwind	of	fear	and	uncertainty.
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Sarah 03:51
It's	interesting,	isn't	it,	because	on	the	surface,	you	might	think	Peter's	denial	is	just	this	little
side	story,	an	unfortunate	but	understandable	human	failing.	But	the	way	the	Urantia	Book
portrays	it,	it	becomes	this	incredibly	powerful,	relatable	exploration	of	faith	under	fire.	It

John 04:09
really	does.	And	I	think	what	gets	me	is	that	the	Urantia	Book	doesn't	shy	away	from	Peter's
flaws.	It	doesn't	try	to	sugarcoat	them,

Sarah 04:16
not	at	all.	It	paints	this	very	human	picture	of	a	man	torn	between	his	loyalty	to	Jesus	and	his
own	fear	for	his	own	safety.	Remember,	at	the	beginning	of	all	this,	Peter's	ready	to	go	to	bat
for	Jesus,	sword	and	all,	he's	fired	up,	ready	to	fight.

John 04:29
Nobody	messes	with	my	guy.	But	then	everything	changes.

Sarah 04:32
The	scene	shifts	were	in	the	courtyard	of	Annas	palace.	It's	dark,	it's	probably	cold,	and	the
tension	is	so	thick	you	could	cut	it	with	a	knife,	and	suddenly	it's	not	soldiers	Peter's	facing
down.	It's	a	servant	girl.

John 04:45
Talk	about	a	reality	check,	and

Sarah 04:47
the	Urantia	Book	really	emphasizes	the	sense	of	Peter	being	caught	off	guard.	He's	probably
exhausted,	terrified,	and	this	young	woman	starts	questioning	him,	and	in	that	moment,	all	his
bravado	crumbles.	He	does	what.	So	many	of	us	might	do	when	we're	afraid.	He	denies
knowing	Jesus	not	once,	not	twice,	three	times.	And	the	way	the	Urantia	Book	uses	that	detail
of	the	cock	crowing,	it's	like	his	dagger	to	the	heart.	You	can	practically	hear	it	echoing	through
the	courtyard,	through	Peter's	shame	and	regret.

John 05:16
It's	such	a	visceral	reminder	of	Jesus's	prediction,	that	sinking	feeling	of,	Oh,	my	God,	what
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It's	such	a	visceral	reminder	of	Jesus's	prediction,	that	sinking	feeling	of,	Oh,	my	God,	what
have	I	done?	It's	so	raw,	so	human,

Sarah 05:24
absolutely.	But	what	I	find	even	more	remarkable	is	how	the	Urantia	Book	describes	Jesus's
reaction	to	all	of	this.	Because	it's	not	what	you	might	expect.	It's	not	anger,	it's	not	this
immediate,	you	let	me	down,	disappointment.	It's	something	else	entirely.	It's	that	look,	look,
the	Urantia	Book	describes	it	as	commingled	pity	and	love.	What	a	powerful	image	is	that	Don't
you	think	it's

John 05:48
like,	even	in	that	moment,	as	Jesus	is	facing	his	own	unimaginable	trials,	he	still	sees	Peter,
really	sees	him,	sees	right	through	the	fear	and	denial	to	the	heartbroken	soul	beneath.	It's

Sarah 05:58
a	level	of	empathy	and	compassion	that's	just	astounding.	It	makes	you	wonder,	what	would	it
look	like	for	look	like	for	us	to	offer	that	same	kind	of	grace	to	others	and	maybe	even	more
importantly,	to	ourselves?	That's

John 06:07
a	question	worth	pondering.	But	for	now,	I	think	we	need	to	shift	gears	a	bit	and	circle	back	to
the	Sanhedrin,	because	things	are	about	to	get	even	more.	Let's	just	say,	legally	questionable.
Legally	questionable

Sarah 06:20
might	be	an	understatement.	I	mean,	the	way	they	conduct	the	second	part	of	this	trial	is	a
blatant	disregard	for	their	own	laws.	It's

John 06:27
almost	comical,	if	it	weren't	so	tragic,	right?

Sarah 06:29
They're	so	determined	to	get	this	whole	thing	wrapped	up	before	pilot	leaves	for	Passover	that
they	completely	throw	out	their	own	rule	book.	They	reconvene	after	just	one	hour,	one	hour
when	their	laws	clearly	stated	they	needed	a	period	of	deliberation,	of	fasting,	of	reflecting	on
the	charges.	Of
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John 06:46
course,	it	doesn't	hurt	their	case	that	Jesus	isn't	even	present	for	this	little	after	hour	session.
They're	literally	deciding	his	fate	behind	closed	doors.	Talk

Sarah 06:54
about	a	kangaroo	court.	It's	a	complete	sham	designed	to	produce	one	outcome	and	one
outcome	only,	and

John 07:00
to	add	insult	to	injury,	the	charges,	they	finally	decide	to	bring	against	Jesus.	They're	not	even
trying	to	be	subtle	anymore.	It's	like	they	pulled	out	the	Roman	playbook	for	how	to	eliminate	a
threat.	1010,	absolutely.

Sarah 07:13
They	drop	the	blasphemy	charge,	probably	realizing	that	wouldn't	fly	too	far	with	Pilate.	And
instead,	they	hit	him	with	everything	they've	got.	He's	inciting	rebellion.	He's	undermining
Roman	authority.	He	claims	to	be	a	king.	It's	a	greatest	hits	of	sedition	all	wrapped	up	in	a	neat
little	package	for	Pilate.	And

John 07:31
of	course,	they	conveniently	forget	to	mention	that	Jesus	never	actually	claimed	to	be	a	king	in
any	kind	of	earthly	political	sense.	They	twist	his	words,	manipulating	him	to	fit	their	narrative.
It's	a

Sarah 07:41
classic	smear	campaign	designed	to	play	on	Roman	fears	and	anxieties.	And	you	know	what?
What's	striking	is	that	throughout	all	of	this,	through	all	the	manipulations	and	accusations,
Jesus	never	appears	before	the	Sanhedrin	again.	He	denies	them	that	final	satisfaction	of
seeing	him	break.	He	refuses	to	play	their	game	Exactly.	And	there's	a	quiet	power	in	that	isn't
there	this	unwavering	sense	of	knowing	who	he	is,	even	in	the	face	of	such	adversity,	he	knows
the	truth,	and	he	refuses	to	dignify	their	charade	with	a	response.

John 08:10
It's	a	powerful	image,	but	it	also	begs	the	question,	what	lies	beneath	the	surface	of	these
events.	Because	if	the	Urantia	Book	is	to	be	believed,	this	trial	wasn't	just	about	one	man's
faith.	It	was	about	something	much,	much	larger.	It's	easy	to	get	lost	in	the	weeds,	right,	the

J

S

J

S

J

S

J



faith.	It	was	about	something	much,	much	larger.	It's	easy	to	get	lost	in	the	weeds,	right,	the
historical	details,	the	legal	back	and	forth,	the	political	maneuvering,	but	the	Urantia	Book
keeps	nudging	us	to	look	beyond	all	that,	to	see	this	trial,	the	trial	of	Jesus,	as	this	kind	of,	I
don't	know,	cosmic	showdown	between	truth	and	lies,	between	power	and	love.

Sarah 08:42
It's	like	this	epic	drama	is	playing	out	on	this	grand	stage,	and	we	get	a	front	row	seat,	exactly.

John 08:47
And	while	most	of	us,	thankfully,	will	never	face	a	trial	on	that	scale,	you	know,	with	the	fate	of
the	world	hanging	in	the	balance,	the	thing	is,	we	all	experience	our	own	versions	of	these
struggles,	don't	we,	those	moments	when	our	beliefs	are	challenged,	our	integrity	is
questioned,	our	faith	is	shaken.	Life

Sarah 09:02
has	a	way	of	throwing	those	curveballs	when	you	least	expect	it.

John 09:05
It	really	does.	Yeah.	So	what	I'm	wondering	is	this,	what	can	we,	even	now	all	these	centuries
later,	learn	from	how	Jesus	handled	himself	during	this	impossible	situation,	what	wisdom	can
we	glean	from	his	example?	That's

Sarah 09:18
the	million	dollar	question,	isn't	it?	And	the	Urantia	Book	offers	some	intriguing	clues.	Because
here's	the	thing,	even	though	Jesus	was	physically	alone	during	those	agonizing	hours,	the
Urantia	Book	makes	it	clear	he	wasn't	alone	in	spirit,	not	for	a	second,	he	had	this	unshakable
connection	to	something	larger	than	himself,	to	the	Divine,	to	what	he	called	the	Father,	and	it
was

John 09:41
that	connection,	that	inner	strength,	that	allowed	him	to	endure,

Sarah 09:44
to	endure	and	even	to	forgive.	Think	about	that	for	a	moment.	It's	incredible,
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John 09:48
really,	and	it	makes	me	wonder	if	that	same	source	of	strength,	that	same	wellspring	of	love
and	forgiveness,	is	available	to	all	of	us.

Sarah 09:55
It's	a	powerful	thought,	isn't	it,	that	even	in	our	darkest	hours	when	we	feel.	Most	alone,	most
afraid,	that	connection	to	something	greater	than	ourselves	is	still	there.	We	just	have	to	reach
for	it.

John 10:06
And	it's	not	about,	you	know,	having	all	the	answers	or	never	feeling	doubt	or	fear.	It's	about
finding	that	courage,	that	inner	strength	to	keep	going	even	when	things	are	tough,	to	face
those	trials,	those	inevitable	challenges	with	as	much	grace	and	compassion	as	we	can	muster,
just	like	Jesus	did.

Sarah 10:23
It's	a	tall	order,	that's	for	sure,	it	is.

John 10:26
But,	you	know,	it	reminds	me	of	that	look	Jesus	gave	Peter,	that	look	of	what	was?	It
commingled	pity	and	love	such	a	powerful	image.	It	makes	you	realize	that	maybe,	just	maybe,
the	most	important	thing,	the	most	difficult	thing,	is	learning	to	extend	that	same	grace	and
compassion,	not	just	to	others,	but	to	ourselves,

Sarah 10:44
to	meet	ourselves	where	we	are	flaws	and	all	with	that	same	unwavering	love	and
understanding.	It's

John 10:50
a	journey	that's	for	sure,	and	it's	one	that	we're	all	on	together	absolutely	Well,	that	about
wraps	up	our	deep	dive	into	this	incredible	story	from	the	Urantia	Book,	a	story	that's
challenged	us,	inspired	us,	and	left	us	with	more	questions	than	answers,	but	ultimately,	I	think
it's	a	story	about	the	power	of	the	human	spirit	to	find	hope	even	in	the	darkest	of	times,	and
that's	a	message	worth	holding	onto.	So	until	next	time,	keep	exploring,	keep	questioning,	and
above	all,	keep	that	sense	of	wonder	alive.
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