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SPEAKERS

Sarah,	John

John 00:00
Ever	get	the	feeling	that	the	way	we	think	about	God,	the	divine,	that	big	mystery	of	it	all,	it's
kind	of	like	a	constantly	evolving	conversation,	absolutely.

Sarah 00:09
Well,	today	we're	diving	into	the	ancient	roots	of	that	conversation.	Okay,	with	a	look	at	how
the	very	concept	of	Yahweh	transformed	over	centuries.	It's

John 00:20
fascinating,	isn't	it?	Yeah,	we	often	view	these	ancient	beliefs	as	like	that's	kind	of	rigid	and
fixed,	but	the	story	of	Yahweh	paints	such	a	different	picture,	one	of	adaptation	and	really
interesting	cultural	fusion.	Yeah,	and	our	main	source	for	this	deep	dive,	the	Urantia	books
paper	96	gives	us	this	incredible,	almost	like	insider	view	of	how	the	ancient	Hebrews	went
from	a	belief	system	teeming	with	spirits	like,	you	know,	spirits	everywhere,	to	something
radically	different.	Okay,	so	paint	that	picture	for	us.	Okay,	what	did	that	spiritual	landscape
actually	look	like	for	the	early	Semites?

Sarah 00:59
So	imagine	a	world	where,	like	every	element	of	nature,	from	rustling	leaves	to	the	roar	of	a
storm,	was	kind	of	attributed	to	a	spirit	forced	to	be	reckoned	with,	okay?	And	these	weren't
just	abstract	ideas,	right?	They	were	very	much	woven	into	the	fabric	of	their	daily	lives.	Yeah,
it's
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John 01:18
like	every	tree	had	a	personality.	Yes,	every	stream	had	its	own	guardian,	precisely.

Sarah 01:22
But	then	enter	this	really	important	figure	named	machaventa	Melchizedek.	Okay,	now
Melchizedek	introduces	a	concept	that	would	really	shake	things	up.	And	that's	El	Elyon,	the
Most	High	God,	okay?	And	this	wasn't	just	adding	another	deity	to	the	mix,	right?	Melchizedek
was	proposing	something	much	bigger	a	hierarchy,	a	single	source	from	which	all	of	creation
flowed.	So	instead

John 01:45
of	a	chorus	of	spirits,	it's	more	like	a	conductor	leading	a	grand	orchestra.

Sarah 01:52
What	a	great	analogy,	right?	Yeah,	and	you	can	imagine	how	revolutionary	that	must	been	for
them,	right?	Oh,	absolutely.	To	go	from	appeasing	a	multitude	of	spirits	to	recognizing	like	a
single,	universal	power,	yeah,	it	would	have	challenged	their	understanding	of	their	place	in	the
cosmos,	their	relationship	to	the	divine.	There's	everything	a	true	paradigm	shift,	it	sounds	like
but	like	any	big	change,

John 02:18
it's	rarely	a	clean	break,	right,	right?

Sarah 02:20
People	don't	just	abandon	No,	centuries	of	tradition	overnight.	It

John 02:23
doesn't	happen	that	way,	right?	No,	okay,	and	that's	where	we	see	this	really	intriguing	period
of	kind	of	blending	and	reconciling,	right?	So	some	try	to	incorporate	eon	into	their	existing
Pantheon,	and	this	lead	to	this	fascinating	tension	between	the	old	and	new	beliefs,	right?	And
it's	against	this	backdrop	that	we	see	the	rise	of	Yahweh,	who	would	later	become	so	central	to
the	Hebrew	faith.	Yahweh,	who,

Sarah 02:48
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if	I'm	remembering	correctly,	started	as	just	one	god	among	many	all	be	at	once	associated

John 02:54
with	a	very	particular	location,	yes,

Sarah 02:56
Mount	Horeb,	which,	as	you	may	know,	wasn't	your	average	mountain.	We're	talking	about	an
active	volcano.	Now,	imagine	you're	an	ancient	Hebrew	and	you're	witnessing	the	raw	power	of
this	volcano,	the	earth	trembling	fire	raining	from	the	sky.	Yeah.	Wouldn't

John 03:11
that	make	you	pay	attention?	It	would	definitely	make	you	rethink	your	stance	on	volcano
sacrifices,	right?	So	it's	easy	to	see	how	Yahweh	initially	a	local	deity	tied	to	this	awe	inspiring
force	of	nature	begins	to	gain	prominence.	But	how	do	we	get	from	Volcano	God	to	this	concept
of	a	universal	God?	This

Sarah 03:30
is	where	the	story	takes	an	intriguing	turn	and	a	pivotal	figure	enters	the	scene,	Moses.	Moses,
right?	He's	often	remembered	for	like,	the	10	Commandments,	right?	But,	you	know,	his
influence	on	this	concept	of	Yahweh,	it	runs	so	much	deeper,	okay,	see,	Moses	was	really
uniquely	positioned	to	bridge	that	gap,	okay,	between	those	old	beliefs	and	this	new	idea	of	El
leonan.	Okay,	his	family,	they	were	familiar	with,	you	know,	Egyptian	wisdom,	and	through
them	the	teachings	of	Melchizedek,	right?	So	he	was	exposed	to	this	idea	of	a	universal	God,
but	he	also	had	to	lead	a	people	who	were	deeply	rooted	in	their	reverence	for	Yahweh,	this
powerful	Volcano	God,	right?

John 04:11
Talk	about	a	balancing	act,	right?	How	do	you	even	begin	to	reconcile	those	two	perspectives?

Sarah 04:16
Well,	it's	like,	you	know,	it's	a	classic	case	of	navigating	cultural	evolution,	right?	You	know,
introducing	change	gradually,	right,	building	upon	those	existing	beliefs,	right,	using	that
familiar	language	to	convey	these	new	ideas,	these	were	key	to	Moses's	strategy,	and	it's
precisely	this	tension	between	the	old	and	new	that	makes	his	role	so	fascinating,	right?	He
didn't	present	completely	foreign	god,	right,	right?	He	took	the	Yahweh	that	they	knew,	the	one
linked	to	their	ancestors	and	their	history,	and	he	began	to	elevate	him.
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John 04:49
So	instead	of	saying,	you	know,	forget	everything	you	know,	it	was	more	like,	let	me	tell	you
more	about	the	God	you	already	Revere,

Sarah 04:55
exactly.	And	he	emphasized	Yahweh	is	power,	right?	Connect.	Him	to	events	like	their
miraculous	escape	from	Egypt,	he	presented	Yahweh	as	this	God	who	actively	intervened	in
their	lives,	okay,	you	know,	who	liberated	them	from	slavery	and	forged	this	unique	covenant
with	them,	this	idea	of	chosen	people,	right	down	to	this	powerful	singular	God,	it	really
resonated	deeply	with	the	Hebrews,	even	as	it	subtly	shifted	their	understanding	of	who
Yahweh	really	was.	It's

John 05:27
fascinating	how	Moses	tapped	into	their	existing	beliefs,	using	those	familiar	narratives	almost
as	building	blocks,	okay,	this	more	complex	concept	of	God,	right?	He	was	almost	like	a	master
storyteller,	weaving	together	these	threads	of	history	and	cultural	memory	and	divine
revelation.	And

Sarah 05:48
like	any	good	storyteller,	he	understood	the	power	of	imagery,	right,	right?	But	that's	also
where	we	start	to	see,	you	know,	glimpses	of	those	old	beliefs	resurfacing,	okay,

John 05:56
the	incident	with	the	golden	calf,	for	instance.	Ah	yes,	highlights	that	pull	of	the	familiar,

Sarah 06:02
right?	The	golden	calf,	for	those	who	might	need

John 06:05
a	refresher,	yes,	so	it	was	essentially	a	physical	representation	of	Yahweh,	right,	something
strictly	forbidden,	by	the	way,	in	the	teachings	of	Melchizedek	and	Moses,	right?

Sarah 06:16
So	even	after	witnessing	the	power	of	this	unseen	God,	right,	even	after	all	of	those
pronouncements	of	Yahweh	singularity,	so	I'm	still	clung	to	the	need	for	a	tangible	image,
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pronouncements	of	Yahweh	singularity,	so	I'm	still	clung	to	the	need	for	a	tangible	image,
right?	It's	only	relatable.	It's	like	those	old	habits	that's	hard	Die	Hard,	even	when	you're
dealing	with	you	know,	divine	commandments	Indeed,

John 06:38
indeed.	And	it	wasn't	just,	you	know,	individual	backsliding,	okay,	societal	changes	also	played
a	huge	role.	Think	about	it.	As	the	Hebrews	transitioned	from	this	nomadic	life	right

Sarah 06:49
to	settled	farming	in	Palestine,	their	needs,	their	anxieties,	all	of	that	shifted,	right?	They	were
no	longer	solely	reliant	on	a	God	who	controlled	like	storms	and	volcanic	eruptions.	They
needed	a	God	who	understood	the	rhythms	of	the	land	right,	a	God	of	harvest	and	fertility.

John 07:08
So	it	makes	you	wonder,	did	this	shift	in	lifestyle,	yeah,	this	change	in	what	they	needed	from
the	Divine?	Did	that	impact	their	understanding	of	Yahweh?	Possibly	did	a	god	of	thunder	and
fire	somehow	become	less	relevant.	Yeah,	it's	like	they	went	from	needing	a	God	who	could
part	the	Red	Sea	to	one	who	could	guarantee	a	bountiful	harvest,	right?	Yeah.	It's	a	fascinating
example	of	how	our	practical,	everyday	needs	can	influence	how	we	think	about	the	divine.	But
even	with	that	shift,	those	more	universal	ideas,	those	echoes	of	melchizedek's	teachings,	they
didn't	disappear	entirely,	did	they?

Sarah 07:44
That's	what	makes	this	whole	journey	so	compelling.	You	know?	It	wasn't	like	this	clean	break
from	old	to	new,	right?	It	was	more	like	they	were	braiding	together	all	these	different	strands
of	belief,	okay?	And	some	of	those	strands,	those	glimmers	of	a	more	expansive	understanding
of	God.	Well,	they	shine	through	in	unexpected	places.	Like	think	about	the	Psalms.	The

John 08:04
Psalms,	Oh,	wow.	Talk	about	a	mixed	bag	of	emotions,	right?	You've	got	everything	in	there,
joy,	despair,	gratitude,	anger,	awe.

Sarah 08:14
It's	true.	It's	this	really	raw	and	honest	reflection	of	like	the	human	experience.	And	within
those	verses,	right,	written	over	centuries	by	all	these	different	voices,	we	see	the	evolution	of
Yahweh,	you	know,	reflected	back	at	us.	So	in	some	passages,	he's	still	that	mighty	warrior,	the
god	of	storms.	But	then	you	stumble	upon	these	lines	like	the	Lord	is	compassionate	and
merciful,	slow	to	anger,	abounding	in	love.
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John 08:40
It's	like	catching	glimpses	of	a	God	who	transcends	those	earlier,	right,	more	limited	depictions,
yes,	a	God	who	isn't	just	powerful,	but	also	deeply	compassionate,	exactly.

Sarah 08:50
And	it's	not	just	the	Psalms,	the	book	of	Job	though,	a	challenging	read,	yeah,	also	wrestles	with
these	big	questions.	You	know,	here	we	have	this	character,	Joe.	He's	grappling	with
unimaginable	suffering,	questioning	the	justice	of	it	all.	And

John 09:05
what's	so	fascinating	is	that	he's	not	struck	down	for	questioning	God,	right?	He's	engaged	in
this	dialog,	in	argument,	even	they	suggest	a	different	kind	of	relationship	with	the	divine,	one
where	doubt	and	questioning,	they're	not	blasphemous,	they're	part	of	a	larger	conversation,

Sarah 09:21
a	conversation	that	continues	to	this	day,	right,	right?	What	we	see	in	this	evolution	of	Yahweh,
this	journey	from	Volcano	God	to	the	source	of	universal	love	and	justice,	it's	a	powerful
reminder	that	our	understanding	of	the	Divine,	it's	not	static,	right?	It	really	is	a	testament	to
the	enduring	human	quest,	yeah,	to	connect	with	something	larger	than	ourselves,	right,	right,
to	make	sense	of	the	world	and	our	place	in	it,

John 09:48
and	just	like	the	ancient	Hebrews,	we're	still	shaping	that	understanding	today,	drawing	on	new
experiences,	new	discoveries,	new	ways	of	thinking,	it's	true,	makes	you	wonder,	what	will
future	generations?	And	see	when	they	look	back	at	our	concept	of	God,	it's

Sarah 10:03
a	great	question,	what

John 10:04
will	they	find	fascinating?	What	will	they	find	confusing	or	even	limiting?	That's

Sarah 10:08
the	beauty	of	this	whole,	you	know,	ongoing	exploration,	right?	There's	always	more	to
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the	beauty	of	this	whole,	you	know,	ongoing	exploration,	right?	There's	always	more	to
uncover,	more	to	question,	more	to	learn.	We're	all	part	of	this	conversation	that	stretches	back
millennia	and	continues	to	evolve	with	each	generation,	a	conversation

John 10:23
that	thankfully	does	not	require	any	volcano	sacrifices,	thankfully,	no.	And	on	that	thought
provoking	note,	yes,	we'll	leave	you	to	continue	your	own	deep	dive	into	the	mysteries	of	faith,
culture	and	this	ever	evolving	concept	of	the	Divine.	Thank	you	for	listening.	You.
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